[bookmark: _GoBack]Table 1 Effects of storage in the dark for 3, 6, 9, 12 or 15 days on the ultrastructure of chloroplast in leaves of Hydrangea macrophylla. Data represent the average ± SE of three replicates. The asterisks represent statistical differences at P<0.05.

	
	
	
	0 d
	3 d
	6 d
	9 d
	12 d
	15 d

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chloroplast
	number [per cell–1 ]
	
	12.0 + 1.52
	11.9 + 1.62
	10.4 + 1.33
	8.9 + 1.22
	7.9 + 1.24*
	7.4 + 1.12*

	
	length [µm]
	
	7.1 + 0.24
	7.1 + 0.22
	6.4 + 0.20
	6.3 + 0.23
	6.2 + 0.19
	6.2 + 0.23

	
	width [µm]
	
	2.7 + 0.04
	2.7 + 0.05
	2.5 + 0.07
	2.5 + 0.05
	2.4 + 0.05
	2.4 + 0.06

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Starch grain
	number [per chloroplast-1]
	
	2.9 + 0.34
	2.8 + 0.44
	2.4 + 0.76
	1.6 + 0.66
	1.4 + 0.55*
	1.3 + 0.62*

	
	length [µm]
	
	1.9 + 0.90
	1.9 + 0.88
	1.1 + 0.62*
	1.0 + 0.53
	1.0 + 0.51*
	0.9 + 0.43*

	
	width [µm]
	
	1.0 + 0.27
	1.0 + 0.25
	0.7 + 0.14
	0.5 + 0.12
	0.5 + 0.12*
	0.5 + 0.22*

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grana
	number [per chloroplast-1]
	
	18.6 + 1.22
	18.8 + 1.34
	20.1 + 1.43
	23.4 + 1.22
	24.4 + 1.33*
	25.5 + 1.12*

	
	thickness [µm]
	
	2.2 + 0.72
	2.2 + 0.62
	2.4 + 0.84
	2.4 + 0.68
	2.5 + 0.62
	2.5 + 0.58

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Plastoglobuli
	number [per chloroplasti-1]
	
	5.7 + 0.98
	5.9 + 1.11
	6.2 + 1.03

	6.3 + 1.16

	6.3 + 1.14

	6.3 + 1.14


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



