Table 1S. Yield components of different types of tillers under various N application rates. S represents superior tiller; I represents inferior tiller; CK represents control; Remove represents half of the early emerging tillers being removed. Values are mean ± SD of 12 tillers. Different letters in the same column at the same N level denote significant differences according to the Duncan's new multiple range method (p<0.05) between the different treatments.

	N rate [kg(N) ha–1]
	Tiller type
	Spikelets [panicle–1]
	Grain filling [%]
	Grain weight [mg]

	0
	S-CK
	238 ± 18a
	92.1 ± 0.6a
	21.2 ± 0.6a

	
	I-CK
	173 ± 16b
	93.0 ± 0.8a
	21.4 ± 0.3a

	
	I-Remove
	172 ± 2b
	93.6 ± 0.8a
	22.0 ± 0.6a

	82.5
	S-CK
	247 ± 20a
	93.5 ± 0.3a
	21.9 ± 0.1a

	
	I-CK
	174 ± 14b
	93.3 ± 1.8a
	22.0 ± 0.1a

	
	I-Remove
	193 ± 29b
	94.1 ± 2.9a
	22.2 ± 0.4a

	165
	S-CK
	265 ± 29a
	92.7 ± 0.9a
	21.3 ± 0.4a

	
	I-CK
	160 ± 10b
	93.5 ± 1.1a
	21.7 ± 0.4a

	
	I-Remove
	180 ± 8b
	93.3 ± 1.8a
	22.0 ± 0.7a

	247.5
	S-CK
	232 ± 9a
	93.9 ± 2.8ab
	22.9 ± 0.6a

	
	I-CK
	175 ± 18b
	92.2 ± 3.1b
	22.9 ± 0.6a

	
	I-Remove
	207 ± 18ab
	94.3 ± 1.0a
	[bookmark: _GoBack]22.1 ± 0.5a



[bookmark: OLE_LINK11]Table 2S. Signiﬁcance of mean squares in the combined analysis of variance for inferior rice tillers agronomic traits. GY represents grain yield; S/P represents spikelets per panicle; GF represents grain filling; GW represents grain weight; LA represents leaf area; SV represents SPAD value; PN represents net photosynthetic rate.

	Source of variation
	df
	GY
	S/P
	GF
	GW
	LA
	SV
	PN

	2014
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	N
	3
	 0.309
	 0.064
	 0.505
	0.012
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001

	BA
	1
	<0.001
	<0.001
	 0.632
	0.065
	 0.003
	<0.001
	<0.001

	N × BA
	3
	 0.479
	 0.811
	 0.245
	0.366
	 0.052
	 0.151
	 0.307

	Error
	16
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2015
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	N
	3
	 0.132
	 0.036
	<0.001
	0.160
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001

	BA
	1
	 0.038
	 0.018
	 0.331
	0.019
	 0.011
	<0.001
	 0.002

	N × BA
	3
	 0.406
	 0.093
	 0.022
	0.194
	 0.821
	 0.120
	 0.885

	Error
	16
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



