Supplement
Plant materials and cultivation 
The collection and cultivation of Paederia scandens (Lour.) Merr. were carried out as indicated above. 
Defoliation and low-temperature treatment
Similar-appearing seedlings that were approximately 45 cm in length were selected for treatment. Defoliation involved the removal of all leaves of the stem. The normal seedlings and defoliated seedlings were subjected to a low-temperature treatment of 16(C. The length of the stem and total biomass were measured by collecting stems materials from plants in the different treatments at 0 and 10 days under low temperature, with each material replicated 3 times.
Result and discussion
To verify both the tolerance of the plant stems to low temperature and the ability to maintain the normal growth further, we compared the phenotype, stem elongation and biomass changes of the stems with foliage (control group) and the defoliated stems (treatment group) at low temperature. The results showed that, compared with that of the stems in the control group, the degree of reddening of the defoliated stems after 10 d of low-temperature treatment decreased (Fig. 1SA); the length of the main stem in the control group and the treatment group increased with increasing days of treatment (Fig. 1SB). The range of increase of the main stem in the treatment group (27%) increased to a much greater extent than did that in the control group (15%). In addition, we also measured the changes in biomass and found that a certain amount of biomass still remained in the two treatments in the low temperature environment, which showed that the biomass of the control group was significantly greater than that of the treatment group (Fig. 1SC). The results showed that after their leaves were removed, the stems maintained normal plant growth under low temperature; the length of the main stem continued to elongate, and the biomass was also increased. The main reason for this phenomenon is that, after defoliation, the stem has some compensatory effects. For example, the stem can absorb external light energy better by increasing the chlorophyll content and reducing the anthocyanin contents improving its photosynthesis capability, and facilitating normal plant growth (data have not yet been published). These findings may provide evidence for previous studies on the stems of P. scandens being more tolerant to low temperature than the leaves.
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Fig. 1S. Changes in foliage and defoliation of stems of P. scandens under low temperature treatment (T=16°C) for 10 d. (A) Apparent changes in stems of P. scandens with different treatment. Apparent changes in stems with foliage (left); apparent changes of stems with defoliation (right). (B) Changes in the length of main stems of P. scandens with different treatment. (C) Biomass changes of stems of P. scandens with different treatment. Values are means ± SD (n = 3). Statistical significance was determined using one-way ANOVA with Duncan's multiple comparison test (p<0.05). 
